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SVIC spotlights innovation
By Alessio Cavalca
STAFF WRITER

On Tuesday, the San Jose
State Silicon Valley Center
for Entrepreneurship held the
2022 Silicon Valley Innovation
Challenge in the Student Union,
a
competition
showcasing
40 entrepreneur teams, which
competed for awards by exhibiting
their ideas and projects.
Sarika
Pruthi,
SJSU
entrepreneurship
associate
professor and Silicon Valley
Innovation Challenge organizer,
said the 40 teams, after first
passing an online judging round,
have been invited to exhibit their
projects in front of 27 judges.
Pruthi said she was relieved
to host the event in person
after the past two editions were
virtual because of the COVID-19
pandemic.
“People can meet with each
other face to face, and it’s a
fantastic networking opportunity,”
Pruthi said. “It also helps in the
judging process, because if some
judges have questions, they have
not had a chance to look at all
innovations in the first round, they
can come back and ask questions.”
She said the judges evaluated
the teams with different criteria,
focusing the attention on the
uniqueness of teams’ ideas, skills
ALESSIO CAVALCA | SPARTAN DAILY

INNOVATION | Page 2

From left to right: Nicolas Costa, Alexandra Piliotis and Nestor Rodriguez pose after winning first place for the 2022 Best Overall
Innovation award for Kitchen Sync, an at home hormone test, on Tuesday in the Student Union.

SJSU hires community needs coordinator
By Nick Zamora
STAFF WRITER

NICK ZAMORA | SPARTAN DAILY

San Jose State Interim President Steve Perez
announced in a campuswide email Tuesday that
Chloe Richter would be the new Community Needs
Coordinator.
Richter said the position consists of coordinating
student services to better serve students, supporting
faculty and staff, as well as writing grants and
listening to students about their changing needs.
In the email announcing the position,
Perez stated the university needs to build current
efforts of student support and identify new ways to
be able to support faculty and staff.
Richter said she hopes to address housing and
food insecurity as well as menstrual and digital
equity for students on campus.
Richter also said she hopes to have “listening
sessions” to further engage students and give them a
more regular forum to be heard.
“People be[ing] able to participate in creating
solutions and students feeling like their needs are
met,” she said. “Faculty and staff also feel like this is
a place that they want to be working, they feel like
they have their needs met as well.”
The new Community Needs Coordinator role
was created by Perez in the summer and Richter
filled the position after a two and half month search.
SJSU kept the position open to those interested
inside and outside of the university.
Richter spent six years working in the Washington
County Public Health and Environmental office
in Minnesota, where she’s originally from, as a

Chloe Ritcher, the newly appointed Community Needs Coordinator who works for the office of the president, sits
in her office in Clark Hall.
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and the innovative elements of their projects.
“We are looking for the problem students
are dealing with, and what’s the solution to
that problem,” Pruthi said.
Among the 40 finalist teams,
biotechnology
master
students,
Nicolas Costa, Nestor Rodriguez and
Alexandra Piliotis won first place for the
2022 Best Overall Innovation.
The team presented Kitchen Sync,
a project focused on accessible at-home
hormone tests.
Rodriguez said their idea was to create
quick tests that do not require specialized
equipment to be used by people, without the
presence of trained personnel or doctors.
“What we want to do is something you
can do at home very simple and you get the
results right to your phone,” Rodriguez said.
“Alongside those measurements, if certain
hormones like estrogen or progesterone are
really low, you also get recommendations,
and you can keep those levels up and
upgrade your lifestyle choices with diet
and exercise.”
The main reproductive hormones
estrogen, testosterone and progesterone
are instrumental in sexuality and fertility.
They are responsible for pregnancy,
puberty, menstruation, menopause, sex
drive and sperm production, according to a
Jan. 24 article by Endocryne Society.
Rodriguez said he was surprised by the
win because he wasn’t expecting his team to
win third place.
“I’m really happy about it. I think

I screamed when they announced it,”
Rodriguez said.
In addition, Costa said they will talk
about the future of their project throughout
the winter break.
“We will see if we’re actually, you know,
going forward with it, like creating an actual
business,” Costa said. “I think all of us have
jobs right now, so it would be something
to just kind of keep in mind and start in
the background.”
The three places for 2022 Overall Best
Innovation were not the only awards
available for the teams.
Biotechnology
master
students,
Maleeha Burney and Naeun Park, won the
2022 People’s Choice Award presenting
Nabi, a company producing flushable pads
made with all natural plant based products.
Burney said their product is very unique
because of the absence of flushable pads on
the market.
“We figured that there was, and there
is a problem with plastic pollution, and
our product will definitely target that,”
Burney said. “A lot of women have the
same issue and because we go through
this monthly, it’s something that we can
incorporate into our lives.”
She said she thinks the whole team feels
more accomplished than anything.
“Starting from the beginning of the
semester to now, I think it was a lot of
work, and that we put in a lot of hours,”
Burney said. “So to see the final product is
really cool.”
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Sarika Pruthi, SJSU entrepreneurship associate professor, thanks the participants
of the event at the Silicon Valley Innovation Challenge Tuesday in the Student Union.
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community health specialist,
according to the campuswide
email.
“I want to be available to
students, and I want people to
see me as a collaborator, and
co-creator, and accessible so that
we can work together,” Richter
said.
The
Community
Needs
Coordinator will also work
closely with SJSU Cares and
Counseling and Psychological
(CAPS) services.
SJSU Cares, a division of student
affairs, assists students who are
facing an unforeseen economic
crisis by providing direct support
and referrals around basic
needs including food, housing,
emergency assistance and more
according to their about page.
Counseling and psychological
services is located inside the
Student Health Center and
advances personal development,
enhances student learning and
addresses life crises by providing
culturally inclusive mental
health services according to their
about webpage.
NICK ZAMORA | SPARTAN DAILY
Richter said she looks forward to
The Student Wellness Center on Seventh Street Plaza is where students can access SJSU Cares,
working
with both organizations
Counseling and Psychological services and other health services.
and hopes to continue the work

they do to support students.
She said she also looks forward
to working alongside SJSU Cares.
SJSU Cares in recent years
created and expanded its
emergency bed program after
calls from student advocacy
groups which demanded more
to be done for house insecure
students according to an Oct. 20
Spartan Daily article.
“There’s already so much work
going on campus, especially with
SJSU cares,” Richter said “Yeah, I
want to give them a lot of credit
for the work that they’ve already
done.”
Richter asked that the
Spartan Daily include her office
number and email as a means of
increasing accessibility and to
hear student voices.

CHLOE RICHTER

CONTACT INFOMATION
Oﬃce Phone: 408-924-2484
Email: chloe.richter@sjsu.edu

Follow the Spartan Daily
on Twitter @SpartanDaily

Spartans respond to student loan repayment pause

By Shruthi Lakshmanan

cancel student loans if the courts later deem
Biden’s plan as unlawful.
Tarentz Charité, SJSU applied math and
statistics freshman, said students shouldn’t be
penalized with tremendous debt for a degree
that seems like a necessity for people in the
United States.
“We shouldn’t even have to pay for school in
the first place. I don’t think forgiveness means
accessible,” Charité said. “I don’t think that
[people] should have to take the loans [if they]
are in a desperate situation where they feel like
they need to go to school because they feel like
their options are unlimited.”
Gabriel Evans, SJSU mathematics
sophomore, said that college students don’t
often graduate with lucrative job opportunities
so paying off school debt can be exceptionally
hard.
“[A] lot of loans out there [are] pretty
predatory,” Evans said. “I feel like they hurt a
lot of students and I feel like this is a good step,
at least [for] those students that kind of fall
prey to that kind of thing.”
The U.S. Department of Education is
postponing monthly student loan payments
and interests, which will “resume 60 days
after the department is allowed to implement
the program or the litigation is resolved,”
according to a Nov. 23 Washington Post article.

STAFF WRITER

On Nov. 22, President Joe Biden announced
he will extend the pause on student
loan repayments, according to a Nov. 22
Politico article.
The decision to pause loan repayments
comes after two appellate courts blocked his
Student Debt Relief Plan.
The plan was announced on Aug. 24 by
Biden, who promised to cancel $10,000 of
student debt for low and middle income
students, according to an Aug. 24 White House
news release.
The 8th Circuit Court of Appeals in
St. Louis, Missouri issued a nationwide
injunction, blocking the Student Debt Relief
Plan on Nov. 14, according to a Nov. 14
CNBC article.
This decision came four days after the
U.S. District Judge Mark Pittman ruled
Biden’s plan as unlawful in Fort Worth, Texas,
according to a Nov. 10 CNBC article.
James Brent, master of public administration
director and political science associate
professor at San Jose State, said the program
will continue being on hold as courts debate
the constitutionality of Biden’s plan.
“Neither of those appeals courts have
actually weighed in on the constitutionality,”
Brent said. “This is all procedural.”
He said it would be senseless for Biden to

VANESSA TRAN | SPARTAN DAILY

Sabrina Waiezi talks to the front desk attendant at the Bursar’s Oﬃce on Tuesday.
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A culture clouded by smog and darkness
Saumya Monga
ASSOCIATE EDITOR

The first thing I noticed when
I came out of Indira Gandhi
International Airport in
New Delhi, India, was the blanket
of dark smoke. It took me a minute
to realize that it was early morning
because the darkness of the smoke
appeared to engulf the entire sky,
blocking the sun.
All I could smell was burning
rubber. I asked my cousin if India is
always like this and he responded,
“No, it’s just particularly bad
right now.”
Despite this, the smoke did not
dissipate the entirety of my two
weeks there.
As of Nov. 26, the air quality
index in New Delhi is 263, which
is in the “very unhealthy” category,
making it the second most polluted
city in the world, according to
IQAir, an information platform that
reports on air quality.
Back in 2021, New Delhi was
the fifth most polluted place in the
world according to IQAir.
The air quality index measures
ground-level ozone, particle
pollution, carbon monoxide, sulfur
dioxide and nitrogen dioxide,
according to the National Weather
Service.
What is extremely scary about
the pollution in India is how it
is part of everyday life. All of my
family went about their days,
coughing and losing their voices
every time they stepped outside.
They would order things
online to minimize going
outside, especially since the smog
increases the amount of heat in the
atmosphere.
It can be easy to blame the
pollution and smog towards India’s
population as the country is the
second most populated area with
1.4 billion people, according to
Worldometer.
More people means there are
more cars that emit carbon dioxide,
more industrialization that employs
the population and more landfills.

PHOTO COURTESY OF WIKIMEDIA COMMONS

Heavy pollution on Dec. 13, 2017, surrounds New Delhi Railway Station in India, creating smog causing low visbility in the city.

All of these can, and do contribute
to the air quality, but the real culprit
for the climate crisis in India are
Western countries, including
the United States.
As of 2021, the U.S. is responsible
for 5.01 billion tons of CO2,
whereas India contributes
2.71 billion tons, according to
Our World in Data.
When we hear stories about
climate change, we are quick to lend
our support to countries in need
by setting up funds and donating
money. But rarely do we ever
address its roots. Western countries
contribute the most to the crisis but
pay for it the least.
Countries like the U.S. have
better infrastructure and money to
address the climate crisis when it
happens domestically.
However, India doesn’t have that
luxury. My grandfather had to turn
on the water heater, wait 30 minutes
and then go shower. Sometimes, the
water wouldn’t even heat up. While
I stayed there, most of my showers
were in frigid cold water.
There are also seldom straight
roads. The terrain is rocky, filled
with cows and litter. There is little to

no regulation of trash or the various
animals that roam the same roads
as cars and people.
In a place where consistent warm
water is a luxury and clean streets
are rare, addressing climate change
on a large scale is not a concern.
The Indian government is simply
looking toward ensuring every
village and neighborhood in the
country has electricity.
This is why Western countries
need to stop sitting on their ass,
making false promises while the
world continues to burn. They are
so far removed from the issue that
they don’t even realize the luxuries
they have, which is exemplified at
this year’s COP 27 in Egypt.
COP 27 or the conference of
parties is a meeting of the
197 countries that agreed to
the United Nations Framework
Convention on Climate Change in
1992, according to an Oct. 13
New York Times article.
Many “developing” countries at
the 2022 COP 27 asked for a
fund set up by wealthier nations to
help them combat climate change in
their countries, according to a
Nov. 20 NPR article.

Wealthier countries such as the
U.S. agreed to setting up a fund
since they are the ones contributing
the most to emissions but there was
no timeline according to the same
NPR article.
Given that the U.S. still owes
billions of dollars to climate change
efforts, there is very little chance any
“developing” countries will actually
get the money they deserve.
At every conference, we see
world leaders attempt to douse
large fires with sprinkles of water
when what we really need is a
commitment to prevent the climate
from ever getting to a disaster.
In 2009, wealthier nations
promised $100 billion a year by
2020, but the Organization for
Economic Co-operation and
Development reported developing
countries only received $83.3
billion, according to the same
NPR article.
Western countries watch India’s
pollution increase, Pakistan’s
massive flooding and tiny island
nations completely disappear
without doing anything.
They watch California
burn every single year

to the point where universities
shut down, but it still isn’t enough
for them to maintain their
commitment to the planet.
Western nations can not
continue operating with wool over
their eyes, not when my family in
India has to live in unbreathable air.
What is especially unfortunate is
we’ll all start forgetting the beauty of
these countries because they will be
taken over by climate disasters.
I love seeing the rocky mountains
of India’s Dharamshala, the cows
roaming the streets and the smell of
chai filling my grandparents’ home.
It is an absolute shame that
this beauty is hidden away from
the world by a dense layer of dark
smoke that the U.S. and other
Western countries have left.

Follow Saumya on Twitter
@MongaSaumya

Calm down Vin Diesel, sideshows aren’t cool

Brandon Twomey
STAFF WRITER

Sideshows need to hit the
brakes and come to an end –
we are not in a “Fast
and Furious” movie, nor can
you drive like Brian O’Conner.
Sideshows are events held
on streets, freeways and other
public locations. Cars are the
most common vehicle used
during the events, however
motorcycles and dirt bikes are
also welcome.
The most common stunts are
donuts and car bouncing up
and down, taking over streets
by causing chaos. When a car
does donuts, the driver spins in
tight circles that leave circular
marks on
the street.
Car bouncing is pretty
self-explanatory and has been
inherited from the lowriding
culture that happened in
the ’80s.
Car meets are safer than
sideshows. People who
participate in such events
simply take their car and park

GRAPHIC BY CAROLYN BROWN

in an area they can showcase it.
No donuts, no blocking
traffic and no harm is done as
spectators walk around and
look at modded cars.
On the other hand, a major
point of a sideshow is to make
it obvious that it occurred. One
way of doing this is by leaving
marks on the streets. People
who take part in them go to
public intersections, including
freeways, and stopping traffic
to perform donuts.
Sideshows bring nothing but
destruction. Backing up traffic
and forcing others to maneuver
around the scene is a danger

that should be treated as a
crime.
Those who participate
in sideshows need to stop
thinking they’re in “Tokyo
Drift” because injuries or
death can happen. Stabbings
and shootings have occurred,
police officers injured and just
overall chaotic incidents that
need to be avoided.
On Nov. 13, a sideshow took
place on Monterey Highway
and Branham Lane, where the
San Jose Police Department
impounded 19 vehicles and
issued 720 citations.
Of the vehicles abandoned

on the scene, two were
reported stolen. A resident
additionally said they were carjacked at gunpoint.
It wasn’t always about doing
dangerous stunts and cars
spinning rapidly in circles.
Sideshows used to be about
expressing yourself through
your car, according to an
Aug. 18, 2015 KQED article.
Originating from the streets
of East Oakland, sideshows
brought communities together
to showcase aesthetically
pleasing, high performance
cars.
Now, sideshows revolve

around doing donuts and other
stunts, nothing like what it was
back in the ’80s.
Why have sideshows turned
from casually looking at cars to
now an entire event that causes
destruction and harm?
As time progressed, people
wanted to stand out as being
the best.
There’s always someone who
has to one-up another person,
so maybe that’s what caused a
shift in sideshows.
It seems as if people started
car tricks to draw attention.
As more and more people took
notice, it became a norm to
block off streets to point the
spotlight on the cars.
Whatever the reasoning may
be, sideshows are dangerous
activities that can harm not
only the spectators, but also
the authorities instructed to
break it up.
With no positive outcome,
sideshows need to be put
in reverse and drift back to
when spectators would just
appreciate cars.

Follow Brandon on Twitter
@brandon_2me
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Slay dragon, find community
By Rainier de Fort-Menares
STAFF WRITER

“
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into roleplaying their characters, much
like improv. Some find the aspect of
roleplaying of their character a more
immersive experience while playing
the game.
Matthew Kronmal, treasurer of
D&D Club and aerospace engineering
senior, said he finds that new players
often struggle with the roleplay aspect of
the game.
“You get nervous acting in a way that
you’re not used to or maybe entirely
comfortable with,” Kronmal said. “That’s
totally understandable . . . we’ve all
been there.”
He said new players subvert this by
describing the way a character acts rather
than acting out the character themselves.
Nikolai Chase, sophomore industrial
design, is one of the three dungeon
masters that run a west marches style
campaign for club meetings. The three
dungeon masters run their campaigns in
the same homebrew world, a player-made

world within the rules of D&D.
Chase said he runs hexcrawl
campaigns, a style of game where players
explore landscapes, whereas the other
two dungeon masters run different
campaign styles.
Kronmal is one of the dungeon
masters running his campaign in Chase’s
homebrew world as more linear and story
driven, while also focusing on character
dynamics and narrative.
“One person brought a home brewed
class . . . they would prick their fingers
to fuel an anthropic transformation,”
Kronmal said. “It was really fun to have
in my game.”
Joshua La Rosa, biomedical engineering
senior, is the third dungeon master who
plays in Chase’s homebrew. One of his west
marches campaigns has players teleported
to the end of a dungeon, forcing them to
progress through it starting from the end.
“So new players are some of the most
creative and interesting people that I’ve
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seen come into the game because they just
bring a whole different energy,” La Rosa
said. “I want to envelop that energy and I
want to project that energy out with them,
because they don’t really have any idea
what they’re getting into.”
Chase said one of the benefits to
the dungeon masters using the same
homebrew world is that it allows players
to drop in and out of these campaigns
with their same characters.
“I think [Dungeons and Dragons] is
a way to express yourself . . . to people
you know, will listen,” Chase said. “It’s
your world and what you say matters
in a way that basically it doesn’t matter
anywhere else.”
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“Because the
teacher said
it would be a
piece of cake!”

Dungeons and Dragons (D&D) may
seem like a difficult roleplaying game
involving math and a roll of the dice, but
for some San Jose State students, it’s a form
of art.
Finn Mathews, president of D&D Club
at SJSU and communication studies senior,
said the club’s main priority is to make
sure everyone feels welcome regardless
of experience.
“I know, personally, I’ve dealt with a lot
of social anxiety. So I do my best to make
sure that everyone feels welcome and that
we have spaces for all different types of
people,” Mathews said.
Mathews said they have been playing
D&D for nine years as both players
and game organizers, also known as
dungeon masters.
At the start of every week, a survey goes
out to members and dungeon masters
asking how many plan on attending
the meeting.
Later in the week, a second survey will
go out inquiring dungeon masters about
a short description of their continuing
storyline, or campaign, for that week so
members can sign up for specific games.
Within the description of the
campaign, dungeon masters include
whether or not they think the campaign is
beginner friendly.
“One major issue is just that it is a
game with a lot of rules and that can
be very intimidating for new players,”
Mathews said. “We do our best to
encourage new people to join regardless of
experience level.”
Mathews said the club occasionally
runs new player and character creation
workshops to help new members learn the
basics of the game.
The dungeon masters at the club meetings
run west marches style campaigns, a style
of play that has players interacting in
the same world doing different quests.
Mathews said these campaigns are good
for students because it allows them to go
in and out of campaigns at any time.
D&D also introduces new players
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The SJSU volleyball team huddles up during a match against San Diego State University on Nov. 19 at Yoshihiro Uchida Hall. The Spartans finished the year 21-9.

Spartans fall in MWC title match
By Kyle Tran
SPORTS EDITOR

The San Jose State volleyball team
made it all the way to the Mountain
West tournament Championship at
Moby Arena in Fort Collins, Colo.
where they lost to Utah State 3-1, on
Friday night.
After earning the No. 2 seed,
the Spartans earned a first round
bye in the tournament, where
they would play the winner of the
quarterfinal matchup between No. 3
seed Colorado State and No. 6 seed
San Diego State. The Aztecs
eventually toppled the hosting Rams.
The Spartans had their chance at
redemption against the Aztecs after
SDSU played spoiler on SJSU’s senior
night the previous week and won 3-1.
Just like their previous matchup,
the match was a back and forth battle.
SJSU started hot, taking the first
set 25-17. Sophomore outside hitter
Madeline Boerstra led the Spartan
offense with 6 kills.
However, the Aztecs flipped the
script and took the second set 25-17
score, tying the match at 1-1.
In the third set, the Spartans
started finding their momentum as
redshirt sophomore Blaire Fleming
had 5 kills en route to winning
the set 25-19.
The Spartans were 1 set away from
going to the championship game.
SJSU carried its momentum from
the previous set where it would
eventually lead the Aztecs 12-4.
SDSU had other plans and gained
momentum fast where it eventually
tied with the Spartans at 20-20.
The Spartans fought back, taking
a 26-25 lead with the game winning
point coming from an SDSU attack
error.
SJSU won the third set 27-25 with
the game score being 3-1.
The win marked the Spartans’

first MW championship appearance
in program history where their last
hurdle was against No. 4 Utah State.
SJSU took the early lead and won
the first set from a Utah State attack
error in a close finish 26-24.
In the second set, the Spartans
struggled to keep up with the Aggies
as their only lead came at 3-2. The
Aggies won the set 25-14 to tie up
the match.
There was some life left in the
Spartans as they made a 4 point run
to turn their 1-4 score to 5-4. But the
Aggies had other plans and went on a
7 point run where their momentum
led them to winning the third
set 25-17.
The Aggies closed out the
tournament with a fourth set in which
they never trailed, being crowned
MW tournament champions.
Fifth-years Sarah Smevog and
Haylee Nelson were the Spartans’
top performers. Smevog led the team
with 10 digs ending her career as
second-all time in school history with
1,734. Nelson led with 13 kills and
moved up to fifth-all time in school
history with 1,439.
“Just fell a little short against a
really great Utah State team”, said
head coach Trent Kersten. “We really
wanted to do this for our seniors.”
The loss ended the Spartans’
historic season and marked the end
of long-tenured Sarah Smevog and
Haylee Nelson’s collegiate careers
who were both named to the MW
All-Tournament team.
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